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Motorized Scooter Enforécement

becoming a very popular mode
of trensportation, especially
with teens. Several recent
changes in the Culifomie
Vehicle Cade have been ntade
which affect the opesation'of a
“moterized scooler” an the
highway. This Newslelter will
., provide an overview of the
'} Vehicle Code requiremants and
other unique enforcement
aspacts pertaining lo these scootars.

r Tha “motorized scco!sr" Is

)

QVERVIEW

A motorized seaotar it defined 23 any twowdwealpd:
device that has handishars, Is designed to be stood
or sat upon by the operator, and iS DOMOERH. by arn
e{ectric motor, or source other than arn siectnic rotee.
capable of propelhng xhe devics with orwathout human
propulsion (407.5V.C
licanse or vehicie regisirsﬁm iz retusicnd 10 opeaie 2
motonzed scogler,

Vehicle Coda seclions 21220 through 21235
incerporate a majonty of the laws related to the
cperation of motorized scooters. Highlights include
restrictions that the operetor must bo at least 16
vears of age. stay off of sidewalks, and wear a
helmet. Another important factor is that these
scooters are not permitted.on highways wilk &-speat]
imit. in excess of Z5mph {except for certain bike
lanes).

Scooterusers are exsmpt from financial responsibility
requirements and scooter makers are requirsd io
warn  buyers #iat other Insurancs policies
{homegwnar, efc.} may not cover accidents.

The fellowing sectons provided sre only hrisf excamts
from the vehicle code, Before ytilizing 2 ssction, ba
Tamillar with the entire text to help svoid contusion or
the use of an improper saction.

Laocal municipai cudes may contain additional
restriclions on the opersuon of moter scoetsrs.

} As sresult, nsilser a due’s

VEKICLE CODE LAWS

242245 CVC - DU oa a mstonzed scovter.

‘21223 CVC - Operabng duning hours of darkness
withowt @ headlight, red reflestor to the
reor, and side roflectors.

21228(2)CVC -  Failure o ride as close as practical fo
right edge of roadway.

-2122%(a) CVC - Failure to nide within an established

: bicycls lanse.

21229(b)CVC - Exiting a bicyclte lane without

' signaling.

21235(a) CvC - Operating 3 motorized scooter uniess

' it is equipped with a brake.

21235{(b)CVC - Operating a motonzed scooter on a
highway that is posted sbove 25 MPH
{axcapt in 3 bicvcis lans).

Z1Z235{)CVC -  Cperaling & motonzod scodter without
& propery fitled helmet.

2123HACVC - Qperating 3 motordzed scocter when
operator is upder 15 years of age.

21238{e)CVC - Operating 8 motonzed scooter with a .

. PRSSBNger.

21235(F )CVC - Cerrying peckages/bundles that
prevents the operator from having at

g least one hand on the handlsbars.

21235{g)CVC - Operating 8 motonzed scooter on a
sidewalk.

21235(h)CVC - Onerpting a8 motorized scooter ona
highway with the handle bars shave
the operator's shoulders.

21236(NCVC -  Leaving 3 moloriged scoeier parked
on its side on a sidewalk or parked in
a way that blacks pedsstrian traffic,

‘21235()CVC. Attaching by any moans to another
vehicle while gperated on @ roadway.

24003 CVC- Unlawfui lighting. If squipped with
tighting equipmen(, it must meet code.

22411 CVC- Operailng & motor scooter at a spesd

In axcsss of 15 MPH,
27400 CvC -  Weanng of haadsets or earplugs.
27602 CVC - Wealching television while d'wmg
274535{b}(1) CVC - Beld tires.

Queetions or comments, plesss contact the
Traffic Jervices Datall, {582) 467.4152



